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You can avoid m
any accidents by sim
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using com

m
on sense. M

ake sure your 
autom

obile is alw
ays in good m

echanical 
condition. O

bey the rules of the road, keep 
a safe distance from

 other vehicles, and don’t 
speed. N

ever drink and drive. A
lw

ays w
ear 

your safety belt. D
rive defensively, alw

ays 
keeping alert to w

hat other drivers m
ight do. 

Th
e m

em
bers of the W

isconsin A
ssociation 

for Justice w
ant you to avoid the need for a 

law
yer by having a safe and happy trip.

•  •  •

Th
e W

isconsin Association for Justice provides 
this docum

ent as a public service to the insur-
ance consum

ers of W
isconsin. Th

is docum
ent 

does not provide legal advice; alw
ays speak to a 

law
yer if you have a legal question or if you have 

been hurt in an accident. Th
e m

em
bers of the 

W
isconsin Association for Justice are determ

ined 
to do everything in their pow

er to advance the 
law

, educate consum
ers about their rights, and 

assist injured people. Th
is docum

ent represents 
an effort in that direction.

44 East M
iffl

in Street, Suite 402, M
adison, W

I 53703 
tel: (608) 257-5741 • fax: (608) 255-9285 • em

ail: info@
wisjustice.org
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r
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r

o
v
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d b
y:

D
avid K

. Sparr &
 A

ssociates, SC
103 H

igh Avenue
O

shkosh, W
I 54901

920/236-3838
448 W

. W
ashington Avenue

M
adison, W

I 53703
608/467-5064
O

r Toll Free at: 800/236-3836
W

eb A
ddress: w

w
w.SparrLaw.com
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on

, a
nd

 $
15

,0
00

 fo
r 

pr
op

er
ty

 d
am

ag
e.

G
iv

en
 in

cr
ea

se
d 

co
st

s, 
th

is 
am

ou
nt

 m
ay

 n
ot

 b
e 

en
ou

gh
 to

 c
ov

er
 a

n 
ac

ci
de

nt
.  

A
sk

 y
ou

r a
ge

nt
 h

ow
 

m
uc

h 
it 

w
ou

ld
 c

os
t t

o 
in

cr
ea

se
 y

ou
r i

ns
ur

an
ce

 
lim

its
. Th

e 
ex

tr
a 

pr
ot

ec
tio

n 
it 

bu
ys

 c
ou

ld
 b

e 
ve

ry
 

im
po

rt
an

t t
o 

yo
u 

an
d 

yo
ur

 fa
m

ily
. F

ai
lu

re
 to

 
ca

rr
y 

in
su

ra
nc

e 
m

ay
 re

su
lt 

in
 y

ou
r b

ei
ng

 p
er

so
n-

al
ly

 re
sp

on
sib

le 
fo

r t
he

 d
am

ag
es

 c
au

se
d 

by
 th

e 
ac

ci
de

nt
 if

 re
sp

on
sib

le 
fo

r c
au

sin
g 

th
e 

ac
ci

de
nt

.  
It 

m
ay

 a
lso

 c
au

se
 th

e 
re

vo
ca

tio
n 

of
 y

ou
r d

riv
er

’s 
lic

en
se

 a
nd

 v
eh

ic
le 

re
gi

st
ra

tio
n.

13
.	I

n
fo

r
m

 y
o

u
r
 in

su
r

a
n

c
e 

c
o

m
pa

n
y.

M
ak

e 
a 

co
m

pl
et

e 
re

po
rt

 o
f y

ou
r a

cc
id

en
t t

o 
 

yo
ur

 a
ut

om
ob

ile
 li

ab
ili

ty
 in

su
ra

nc
e 

co
m

pa
ny

. 
Fa

ilu
re

 to
 m

ak
e 

a 
pr

om
pt

 re
po

rt
 m

ay
 v

oi
d 

yo
ur

 
in

su
ra

nc
e 

co
ve

ra
ge

.

If 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 m

ed
ic

al
 e

xp
en

se
s r

es
ul

tin
g 

fro
m

 y
ou

r 
ac

ci
de

nt
 y

ou
r h

ea
lth

 in
su

re
r c

an
no

t r
ef

us
e 

to
 p

ay
 

th
em

. Th
ey

 m
ay

 b
e 

re
im

bu
rs

ed
 if

 y
ou

 a
re

 e
nt

itl
ed

 

to
 re

co
ve

r f
ro

m
 th

e 
po

lic
y 

of
 th

e 
m

ot
or

 v
eh

ic
le 

yo
u 

w
er

e 
dr

iv
in

g 
or

 ri
di

ng
 in

, a
nd

/o
r f

ro
m

 y
ou

r 
ow

n 
m

ot
or

 v
eh

ic
le 

po
lic

y 
un

de
r i

ts
 m

ed
ic

al
 

pa
ym

en
ts

 c
ov

er
ag

e.
  I

f y
ou

 h
av

e 
an

y 
in

su
ra

nc
e 

pr
ov

id
in

g 
m

ed
ic

al
 o

r d
isa

bi
lit

y 
co

ve
ra

ge
, y

ou
 

sh
ou

ld
 a

lso
 n

ot
ify

 th
e 

co
m

pa
ny

 o
f y

ou
r a

cc
id

en
t 

an
d 

in
ju

ry
 a

nd
 fi

le 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 c
la

im
s.
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.	P

a
y 

n
o

t
h

in
g

.
Yo

ur
 in

su
ra

nc
e 

co
m

pa
ny

 is
 re

sp
on

sib
le 

fo
r 

m
ak

in
g 

pa
ym

en
ts

 o
n 

yo
ur

 b
eh

al
f “

up
 to

 th
e 

po
lic

y 
lim

its
 o

f y
ou

r c
ov

er
ag

e.”
 M

ak
e 

no
  

im
m

ed
ia

te
 p

ay
m

en
t t

o 
th

e 
ot

he
r p

ar
ty

 n
or

 
pr

om
ise

 to
 m

ak
e 

a 
pa

ym
en

t. 
If 

yo
u 

m
ak

e 
an

y 
pa

ym
en

ts
 w

ith
ou

t y
ou

r c
om

pa
ny

’s 
ap

pr
ov

al
, 

it 
m

ay
 re

fu
se

 to
 p

ro
vi

de
 c

ov
er

ag
e 

fo
r t

ho
se

 
pa

ym
en

ts
. Th

e 
ot

he
r d

riv
er

 c
an

no
t f

or
ce

 y
ou

  
to

 m
ak

e 
an

y 
pa

ym
en

t w
ith

ou
t l

eg
al

 p
ro

ce
ed

in
gs

, 
no

r c
an

 y
ou

r m
ot

or
 v

eh
ic

le 
be

 h
el

d 
w

ith
ou

t  
le

ga
l a

ct
io

n.
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.	S

e
e

k
 p

r
o

fe
ss

io
n

a
l 

a
d

v
ic

e
.

Sh
or

tly
 a

fte
r t

he
 a

cc
id

en
t a

 c
la

im
s a

dj
us

te
r 

w
ill

 b
e 

as
sig

ne
d 

by
 th

e 
ot

he
r d

riv
er

’s 
in

su
ra

nc
e 

co
m

pa
ny

 to
 g

at
he

r i
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
in

 re
ga

rd
 to

 th
e 

ac
ci

de
nt

. I
t i

s c
om

m
on

 fo
r t

he
 a

dj
us

te
r t

o 
as

k 
an

 in
ju

re
d 

pa
rt

y 
to

 g
iv

e 
a 

w
rit

te
n 

or
 re

co
rd

ed
 

st
at

em
en

t a
s t

o 
ho

w
 th

e 
ac

ci
de

nt
 o

cc
ur

re
d 

an
d 

al
so

 to
 se

ek
 m

ed
ic

al
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
fro

m
 y

ou
.

Pr
io

r t
o 

di
sc

us
sin

g 
su

ch
 m

at
te

rs
 w

ith
 th

e 
ot

he
r 

dr
iv

er
’s 

in
su

ra
nc

e 
ca

rr
ie

r, 
co

nt
ac

t a
n 

at
to

rn
ey

 
to

 d
isc

us
s y

ou
r r

ig
ht

s i
n 

th
is 

sit
ua

tio
n.

 Y
ou

 c
an

 
th

en
 d

ec
id

e 
ho

w
 y

ou
 w

an
t t

o 
de

al
 w

ith
 th

e 
ot

he
r 

dr
iv

er
’s 

in
su

ra
nc

e 
ca

rr
ie

r. 
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.	S

e
l

ec
t
 a

 l
aw

y
er

 w
h

o
 u

n
d

er
st

a
n

d
s 

t
h

e 
l

aw
.

If 
th

e 
ot

he
r d

riv
er

 is
 a

t f
au

lt 
fo

r t
he

 a
cc

id
en

t, 
yo

u 
m

ay
 h

av
e 

a 
rig

ht
 to

 re
ce

iv
e 

co
m

pe
ns

at
io

n 
fro

m
 th

e 
ot

he
r d

riv
er

’s 
in

su
ra

nc
e 

co
m

pa
ny

 fo
r 

an
y 

pe
rs

on
al

 in
ju

rie
s o

r p
ro

pe
rt

y 
da

m
ag

e.
 B

e 
ca

ut
io

us
 in

 d
ea

lin
g 

w
ith

 p
er

so
ns

 o
ffe

rin
g 

to
 

ad
ju

st 
yo

ur
 c

as
e 

or
 h

ur
ry

 y
ou

 in
to

 a
 se

tt
lem

en
t. 

N
o 

se
tt

lem
en

t s
ho

ul
d 

be
 m

ad
e 

un
til

 y
ou

 a
re

 

ce
rt

ai
n 

of
 th

e 
na

tu
re

 a
nd

 e
xt

en
t o

f y
ou

r i
nj

ur
ie

s. 
C

on
su

lt 
w

ith
 y

ou
r d

oc
to

r o
n 

th
e 

lo
ng

-te
rm

 
co

ns
eq

ue
nc

es
 o

f y
ou

r i
nj

ur
y. 

Be
 su

re
 a

 se
tt

lem
en

t 
fa

irl
y 

co
m

pe
ns

at
es

 y
ou

 fo
r p

er
m

an
en

t i
nj

ur
ie

s 
an

d 
da

m
ag

es
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 a
ny

 lo
ss

 o
f i

nc
om

e 
an

d 
pa

in
 a

nd
 su

ffe
rin

g.
 O

nc
e 

a 
cl

ai
m

 is
 se

tt
le

d,
 it

 c
an

 
ne

ve
r b

e 
re

op
en

ed
.

If 
yo

u 
ar

e 
un

ce
rt

ai
n 

w
he

th
er

 to
 se

tt
le

, s
ee

k 
th

e 
ad

vi
ce

 o
f a

 la
w

ye
r w

ho
 h

an
dl

es
 a

cc
id

en
t c

la
im

s. 
Th

at
 la

w
ye

r i
s t

ra
in

ed
 to

 a
ss

ist
 y

ou
 in

 h
an

dl
in

g 
pr

ob
lem

s r
es

ul
tin

g 
fro

m
 a

n 
ac

ci
de

nt
. Th

er
e 

is 
us

ua
lly

 n
o 

ch
ar

ge
 to

 re
vi

ew
 y

ou
r c

la
im

. M
os

t 
at

to
rn

ey
s h

an
dl

e 
in

ju
ry

 c
as

es
 o

n 
a 

co
nt

in
ge

nt
 

fe
e 

ba
sis

, m
ea

ni
ng

 th
er

e 
is 

no
 c

ha
rg

e 
un

le
ss

 
co

m
pe

ns
at

io
n 

is 
re

co
ve

re
d.

 

17
.	T

im
e 

fo
r
 m

a
ki

n
g

 a
 c

l
a

im
 is

 l
im

it
e

d
.

Fo
r e

ve
ry

 in
ju

ry
 o

r d
ea

th
 c

la
im

, t
he

re
 is

 a
  

lim
ite

d 
pe

rio
d 

of
 ti

m
e 

du
rin

g 
w

hi
ch

 y
ou

 m
us

t  
fil

e 
yo

ur
 c

la
im

 w
ith

 th
e 

co
ur

t. 
Th

is 
is 

ca
lle

d 
a 

St
at

ut
e 

of
 L

im
ita

tio
n.

In
 W

isc
on

sin
, t

he
 p

er
io

d 
fo

r b
rin

gi
ng

 a
n 

in
ju

ry
 

or
 d

ea
th

 c
la

im
 is

 u
su

al
ly

 th
re

e 
(3

) y
ea

rs
 fr

om
 

th
e 

da
te

 o
f t

he
 a

cc
id

en
t, 

bu
t t

he
re

 a
re

 so
m

e 
ex

ce
pt

io
ns

. Th
e 

tim
e 

fo
r fi

lin
g 

a 
cl

ai
m

 a
ga

in
st 

a 
go

ve
rn

m
en

ta
l e

nt
ity

 m
ay

 b
e 

as
 li

tt
le 

as
 1

20
 d

ay
s. 

Fo
r a

cc
id

en
ts

 o
cc

ur
rin

g 
in

 o
th

er
 st

at
es

, t
he

 st
at

ut
e 

of
 li

m
ita

tio
ns

 m
ay

 b
e 

ev
en

 sh
or

te
r.

Th
e 

so
on

er
 y

ou
 c

on
su

lt 
a 

la
w

ye
r f

ol
lo

w
in

g 
an

 
ac

ci
de

nt
, t

he
 m

or
e 

th
e 

la
w

ye
r c

an
 h

elp
 y

ou
 

re
ce

iv
e 

fa
ir 

an
d 

ad
eq

ua
te

 c
om

pe
ns

at
io

n 
fo

r  
yo

ur
 in

ju
ry

.
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 sc
en
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dd
re

ss
:

Ci
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Ye
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, M
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f C
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:
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m
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Ad

dr
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s o
f I

ns
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ce

 C
om
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 C
ov
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ce
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Ot
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Na
m
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Ad

dr
es

s o
f O
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riv
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In
su

ra
nc

e 
Ag

en
t:

Dr
iv

er
’s 

lic
en

se
 #

 o
f o

th
er

 d
riv

er
:

Ha
d 

he
/s

he
 b

ee
n 

dr
in

ki
ng

?

An
y v

er
ba

l s
ta

te
m

en
t m

ad
e 

by
 o

th
er

 d
riv

er
 a

s t
o 

th
e 

ca
us

e 
of

 th
e 

ac
ci

de
nt

Na
m

es
 a

nd
 A

dd
re

ss
es

 o
f P
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se

ng
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f O

th
er
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m
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s
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s
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on
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Na
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Ad
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Co
m
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et
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s s
ec
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n 

an
d 

di
ag

ra
m

 o
f w

ha
t h

ap
pe

ne
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on
ly

 if
 a

 la
w

 en
fo

rc
em

en
t o

ffi
ce

r h
as

 n
ot

 fi
lle

d 
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n 

ac
cid
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t r

ep
or
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Sp
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ot
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w
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m
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Di
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ur
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Di
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 o
th

er
 ca
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Di
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n 
an
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po
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io
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ft
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cc
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Di
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ct
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sit
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th
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cc

id
en

t:

Ro
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Tr

affi
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Na
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W
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 p
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ht
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on
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Pl
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of
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r c
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:

Na
m

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s o
f a
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 w
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ck

er
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 re

m
ov
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 o

th
er

 ca
r:

Ot
he

r c
on

di
tio

ns
 o

r p
er
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t f
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ts
 th

at
 m
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ht

 h
av

e 
be

ar
in
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on
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e 
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ci

de
nt
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Us
e t
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 sp
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w
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ra

w
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gr
am

 o
f w

ha
t h
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pe

ne
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Us
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on
e 

of
 th

es
e 

ou
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et
ch
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sc
en
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e 
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cid
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r h
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